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LAUDATIO

Baagumupy Aponosuuy JJusmuny — 90 sger!

JlaHHBII TOM — COOPHUK Hay4YHBIX CTaTeil, KOTOpbIE ObUIM COOPAHBI [0 CIYYalo CIIaBHO-
ro ro0uest. Mniest Toma BO3HMKJIA CIIOHTAHHO U, 110 MEPKaM PEAaKLMOHHOM paboThl, COBCEM
HEJIaBHO, BCET0 3a roJ 10 1o0uies. BiaguMup ApoHOBHUY, YEIOBEK OIPOMHBIX 3HAHHH U Iiie-
JIpOH JTyIH, BCEraa NMPUKOBBIBAI K ce0e KOJUIer U yuYeHHUKOB. M ero myOuukauuu, 1 JIuH-
HBIE MTOJPOOHBIE MIChMa, ¥ IOMETHI Ha NOJISIX U 000pOTax JJAaHHBIX €My Ha pelieH3UpOBaHKe
YEPHOBHKOB HMJIM I'DAHOK, YaCTO NPEBBIIIAIOIINE HAIIMCAHHOE CAMUM aBTOPOM IO 00BbEMY
U MOYTH BCEr/la — IO 3HAYMMOCTH, M BBICTYIUICHHS HA YUEHBIX 3aCEeJaHUAX, U 3aCTOJIbHbIE
peuu, U pacckasbl, BOOOIIE, SIPKOCTh JIMYHOCTH M 3HAYUMOCTH €r0 TPYAO0B — CTaJIH PUYH-
HOH TOTO, YTO B OYE€Hb KOPOTKHE CPOKH 64 aBTOpa Iprciiaiu cBou padotsl. [Ipumm craten
n3 Cankr-IlerepOypra u Mocksel, Tamkenta nu Hykyca, Heanonst u bepnuna, Oxcdopaa
u Bopno, Heto-Mopka u Ilexuna, Jlongona u Iapuka, Mepycanuma u Terepana. Bee Hamm
aBTOpbI 3HatoT B.A. JluBmmna no my0OaMKanusM, O4eHb MHOTHE 3HAKOMBI C HUM U JIMYHO,
MHOTH€E OBIBAIOT Y HETrO B TOCTSIX, MHOTMM OH TIOMOTaJI COBETOM, JUISi MHOTHX OBUI M OCTaeT-
cs1 YuuTeneM, HEKOTOPBIE €ro Tak u MMeHyroT — Mo’ aimM. Ecte B cOopHEKE U ero cocity-
JKMBIIBI 110 «30JI0TOMY BEKY» JICHUHI'PAJICKOW MPAHUCTHKH, M JIayKe cTapline Kosiern Bia-
numupa ApoHosuual

He Oynem 3nech ocranaBiuBaThcst Ha Ouorpadun o0MIsIpa — MHOI0€ OBUIO YKa3aHO
B IIPEABIAYIIEM, BTOPOM IO cUeTy, pecTiupudTe B yecTh B.A. JIuBimuna', Koe-4T0 MOXHO

! Studies in Honor of Vladimir A. Livshits (BAIL, 10, 1996), 1998. Beoauas crates .M. Cre6-
JmH-KaMeHckoro; cM. Takke ouepk Toro ke aBropa o B.A. B kH.: B.A4. Jluswuy. Cornuickas snurpa-
¢uxa Cpenneit Azun u Cemupeussi, Cankt-IletepOypr, 2008. C. 5-8. [IepBslit cOOpHHK cTaTeil B 4eCTh
B.A. 6bu1 ony6nikoBaH B BUae KHUrH: [lepenneasnarckuii coopuuk. IV. JlpeBHss u cpepHeBeKoBas
ucropus u puionorus crpa Ilepexnero n Cpennero Boctoka, Mocksa, 1986. IIpaBna, 06 aTom n3-
BECTHO JIMIIb TEM, KTO OMHUT OOCTOSITENILCTBA M3JIAHUSI 3TOTO TOMa WJIM HE YTPATHJI HaBBIKOB YTe-
HUSI MEXIY CTpOK; cp. B mpexaucioBun V.M. JIpsikoHOBa: «... 00pa3loM ajsi TAaKOW CBSI3H MEXIY
N3yYEeHHEM JIPEBHUX U M3yYCHUEM CPEJHEBEKOBBIX SI3BIKOB SIBIISICTCS JIOJITOJICTHSISI HAYYHAsl JesTelb-
HOCTB OJJHOTO U3 HanOoJjee BBIAIONIMXCS YUCHBIX HE TOJIBKO [ pyIIbl IPEeBHEBOCTOYHON (HIIOJIOTHU
[JIO UBAH. — Pe0.], HO 1 coBeTCKOW BOCTOUHOM (uitonoruu Boodine — B.A. Jlusmmmay (c. 3); cm.
Takxke B ctatbe V.M. [IpsikoHOBa, OTKpBIBaroIIeii 3TOT cOopHUK: «O rereporpaduu u ee MecTe B UCTO-
puu pazsutus nucsMa (Meconoramust u Mpan)», c. 4 ci.



10 Braoumupy Aponosuuy Jlusuwuyy — 90 nem!

y3HaTh U3 OMyOIMKOBaHHBIX anecdota 0 HEM? M M3 HEKOTOPBIX MATEPHAJOB HACTOSIIETO
coopHuka. bubaunorpadust B.A. nononHser cnucok TpyJ0B, pa3MeneHHbII Ha caiite HcTH-
TyTa BOCTOYHbBIX pykonuceit PAH u nosenennsiii 10 2005 r.° U3 3Tux mononHeHuid — 26 HO-
MEpOB 3a BOCEMb JIET, BKJIIOYAsl JIBE€ MOHOTpaUu — IOHSATHO, 4To Biagumup ApoHoBUY
BCTPEYAET CBOE JIEBSIHOCTOJIETUE IOJIHBIM CHJI U TBOPUECKUX WUJEH, MpudeM, Kak U Mpexe,
3aHUMAETCsl MCCIEJOBAHUEM KOHKPETHOIO M KpaWHe CIO0XHOI0 MaTepualla, He BOCHapsst
B AMIIUPEU TEOPETUUECKUX PACCYKIACHUI.

COopHUK cOOMpaJICs B OYEHB C)KAaThle CPOKU — HAIIeH 1IeNIbI0 OBbLIO IPEIOHECTH TOTO-
BOE M3/1aHKE K I00MIICI0 — M JUISl TOCTHIKESHUSI OTOH LIEJN M3/1aTeIH COUIIH BO3MOXKHBIM OT-
KazaTbCsl OT eJMHO00pasust B 0pOpMIICHHHN CTaTei, OTYACTH — CCBUIOYHOTO amlapara u pe-
JIAKTHPOBAHUSI PadOT Ha MHOCTPAHHBIX S3BIKAX. DTHM K€ OOBSCHSIETCS TO, YTO COOPHHK
OTrpaHUYEH UPAHUCTUYECKON TEMAaTHKOMN, a Be/lb TOTOBHOCTh y4acTBOBAaTh B PaJlOCTHOM Ha-
YYHOM COOBITUH BBICKA3bIBAJIM U MHOTHE KOJUIETH, pabOTaloI1e B CMEKHBIX o0JacTsx (u-
JIOJIOTHU U UCTOPHH.

Bmecre ¢ Tem MBI Hajeemest, Biagumup ApoHOBHY, YTO 3TO COOpaHUE OYEHb Pas3HBIX,
HO HEM3MEHHO CBA3aHHBIX ¢ BammMu HayuyHBIMU HHTEpeCaMH CTaTeil, Bac B 4eM-TO 3aUHTe-
pecyer, a B 4eM-TO, BO3MOXKHO, 1 1opaayeT. 1, kak Hanucano B mucbme Nov. 6 (ctk. 11-12)
¢ ropsl Myr, «a U3BeCTHE, KOTOPOE MOKET OBITh JUIsl T€0sI pajioCThIO0, 9TO (Camoe) 1 JUIst Hac
(pamocTh)»*.

2 Cmebnun-Kamencrkuii .M. Auexnotsl mpo BocTokoBenoB // Scripta Gregoriana: COOpHHK cTa-
Tel B yecTh cemupecaTuierus akagemuka I'.M. bourapa-Jlesuna. M., 2003. C. 470-486, passim; ezo
Jrce. AHEKIOTHI TIPO BOCTOKOBeEOB (BTopast cepus) // Turcica et Ottomanica: COOpHHK CTaTeil B 4eCTh
70-nerust M.C.Meiiepa. M., 2006. C. 3048, passim.

3 http://www.orientalstudies.ru/rus/images/personalia/pdf/livshits.v.pdf.

Srty ew tw’ xws nty-"kh w’xrs 8’y | rty m ’xw xyd. Ilocnenuee usn.: B.A. Jluswuy. Y. cou. C. 201—
202.
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A. Askari Chaverdi, C.G. Cereti

Preliminary notes on two small groups
of Sasanian bullae recently discovered in Fars

Two small collections of Sasanian bullae, both found in situ, will be introduced in this article. The larger
one consists of twenty seven bullae which were discovered at Tol-e Qale, in Kazerun district, together with two
big pieces of pottery, each carrying a substantial number of small seal impressions. A smaller number of Sasanian
bullae, also presented here, was discovered north-east of Siraz, in Marvdast district.

Tol-e Qale is located 5 km east of Kazerun city, near the village of Saifabad on the north-
ern shore of the small lake known as Daryace-ye Parisan. G.P.S coordinates of this site are
E 2931 38 and N 051 42 29. The area is 487 meters above sea level. This site was inscribed
in the list of Iranian National Heritage with no. 14726 in 16/12/1384. In passing it may be
worthwhile to remember that Tol-e Qale is located 25 km southeast of the ancient town
of Bisabuhr, which in the Sasanian period was the main center of the province of Sabuhr-
xwarrah.

Leaving aside the monumental site of Bi§abuhr!, which requires no presentation, one
should underline that the entire Kazerun area has seen extensive dwelling already in the Sa-
sanian and earlier periods. One of the main inhabited areas is the one around Parisan lake.
Today, several ancient flat mounds dating to different pre-historical and historical periods
can be observed around the lake. Similarly plenty Islamic settlements are attested and the
distribution of modern villages is also quite intensive in this rich rural area. Needless to say,
fertile soil and the presence of springs are the main reasons of such intensive human popula-
tion in the Kazerun region.

Tol-e Qale itself is an archaeological site extending in a south to north direction and mea-
suring 20 by 30 meter. A stratigraphy of about 3 meters, probably dating entirely to the his-
torical period, can be observed on top of a natural rock.

In 1384 5. (2005), while furrowing the land at this site the plough hit some historical re-
mains and the people of Saifabad readily informed Iranian Cultural Heritage Handicraft and
Tourism Organization (ICHHTO) of Fars about the presence of a possible archaeological

! Essential bibliography on this site is found in Keal 1990, a new archaeological project, aimed at
investigating the entire area and jointly directed by Bruno Genito and Mosayeb Amiri, began in autumn
2012.
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site. Consequently, in that same year the [ICHHTO office of Fars sent an archaeological team
to the site. The preliminarily report, prepared by A. Rezaei and M. Paknejad included a num-
ber of photos showing bullae carrying seal impression and others portraying pottery datable
to the Sasanian period.

More or less in that same period, A.Askari and A. Rezaei carried out a systematic survey
in the site which sampled pottery. Another short survey carried out in the surrounding area
has clearly shown us that many archaeological sites around Tol-e Qale belong to the Sasa-
nian and early Islamic periods (Fig.1 and Fig. 2). In 2011 the two archaeologists contacted
C.G. Cereti to ask him to study the bullae carrying seal impressions. Unfortunately the photos
presently available do not allow for a complete catalogue to be compiled, so that only pre-
liminary information on the collection can be given here. It is at the same time a pleasure and
an honor for us to contribute this short paper to Prof. Vladimir Livshits’ Festschrift, hoping
that it may catch the interest of a scholar who has himself contributed so extensively to our
knowledge of Middle Iranian languages and epigraphy.

Twenty seven Sasanian bullae were discovered at Tol-e Qale, many of which fragmen-
tary. To these one should add two big pieces of pottery, each carrying a substantial number
of small seal impressions. Bullae include large ones, employed for merchandise and smaller
ones, possibly sealing documents (Fig. 3).

One of the large bullae apparently carries four seal impressions, the three main ones rep-
resenting a camel passing to right, a geometrical motif and a humped bull with inscription
(Fig. 4). A humped bull, probably from the same seal, is also found on the bulla depicted on
the top right corner in Fig. 3, and it carries a cursive inscription plhhtn' Frahixtan “to teach,
to educate” (Fig.5).

As already said, examples of smaller bullae carrying few seal impressions are also at-
tested, on one of these a winged monogram is easily observed, and the object itself provides
a good example of a medium size bulla (Fig. 6). Another medium size bulla carries two seal
impressions, one of which depicts a deer crouching to right, with an inscription around the
rim (Figs 7-8).

The other group of Sasanian bullae that we are going to present here was discovered
north-east of Siraz, in the district of Marvdast. Nonetheless, we have chosen to study them
together with the collection found at Tol-e Qale since at least one of them presents an admin-
istrative sealing belonging to the Sasanian district of Bisabuhr.

The bullae were found in Baiza, a site located in western part of the Marvdast plain,
about 50 km north of Persepolis. Baiza is an originally Arabic name meaning “white”. In
all probability the name used to be applied to a western district of the Marvdast plain and
the town of Baiza was the main inhabited center of this area. A systematic archacological
survey carried out by William Sumner revealed the existence of several ancient settlements
dating from the Neo Elamite period in the area of Ansan? and also an important town be-
longing to the early Islamic period, Baiza®. There are more than 20 ancient sites in the area
of Baiza, and the sequence of settlements attests all different periods, starting from the

2 For further bibliographic reference on Ansan, Dast-¢ Baiza and Maliyan see Hansman 1972 and
1987.
3 Sumner 1986.
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Fig. 3. Bullae and sherds carrying seal impressions found at Tol-e Qale
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Fig. 4. Large Bulla carrying four
impressions

o |
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Fig. 5. Seal impression depicting a humped bull and
carrying a short inscription.

Fig. 6. Seal impression with a winged Fig. 7. Seal impression with a crouching deer
monogram and an inscription
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Prehistoric, to go on to the Elamite, Achaemenid, Arsacid, Sasanian, Early and Middle Is-
lamic Periods (Fig. 9)*.

The archacological map drawn by William Sumner shows a very intensive distribution
of sites in the Baiza district, which appears to have been even more densely inhabited than
the central part of the Marvdast plain. Here again, possible reasons for this settlement pat-
tern are fertile soil and the presence of springs which made this area more appealing when
compared with other parts this region. In his important article on “Elamites, Achaemenian
and Anshan”, Hansman reports that Muqadast (432, 1.1) wrote that the older Persian name
of Baiza was Nesa® and later D. Huff identified Baiza with the toponym Nesa or Nesayak
attested in Tabari, which was the original domain of the important Bazrangi family, the lo-
cal dynasty of Estahr in Fars in the early 3th century A.DS. I. Gershevitch has convincingly
argued that the place name Baiza has replaced an earlier Nesa, possibly meaning “bright”,
which he convincingly compared with Parthian nys’g “bright, shining”, further pointing
out the existence of a MP equivalent, ns’yk, used to render Av. asaiia- , corresponding to
Tabari’s Nesayak’.

The bullae that we are going to briefly discuss now are presently kept in the Library and
National Documentation Center in Shiraz and we need here to thank Mr. Ahmadifar who
gave us plenty information about the exact provenance of these objects.

At least three bullae were found in Baiza. The first one carries two main seal impres-
sions, one of which belonging to an as yet unattested Maguh seat (Fig. 10-11). The second
one carries at least three impressions, the two main ones being those of an administrative
seal and of a magus seal (Fig. 12), a widely attested combination. A third bulla is portrayed
in fig. 13.

The impression presented in fig. 10 belongs to the seal of a previously unattested Maguh
office. As usual with these type of seals it is written in a variant of the so-called “monumen-
tal” style. The central inscription, distributed on four lines reads:

1. °pt

2. Shpw

3. hly

4. mgwh

while on the rim we find the designation of the province in which Abadsabuhr lies:
Bisabuhr (bgsShpwhly).

On known administrative glyptic Bisabuhr is attested through the seals of the sahrab,
of a driyosan jadaggow ud dadwar and two seats of the maguh: one at Syag and the other at
Sartag, though the latter reading is still uncertain. Most importantly it is attested also on seals
belonging to the office of the amargar, where it is found in two different combinations, one
joining Ardaxsir-xwarrah, Bisabuhr and Néew-Darab, the other Staxr, Bisabuhr and Weh-az-
Amid-Kawad®. The previously unattested maguh seat of Abadsabuhr provides the name of an
hitherto unknown township.

4 Bosworth 1990.

5 Hansman 1972, p. 120.

¢ Huff 1991, pp. 46-50.

7 Gershevitch 1972, p. 125.
8 See Gyselen 1989, p. 45.
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Fig. 9. Detail of the area of Baizd, courtesy of Sumner 1986

Fig. 12. Detail of the impression Fig. 13. Detail of a third bulla from Baiza
of a Magus seal on a bulla from
Baiza
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Before going on to discuss the last seal impression, I believe it worthwhile to spend
a few words on the place name Bisapur. It was already Werner Sundermann in 1986 to
underline that given MP spellings and Coptic evidence, NP Bisapur cannot derive from a
MP Weh-sabuhr. On the contrary, the New Persian form implies a Middle Persian toponym
Baysabuhr. Among the main evidence to be mentioned are the mint abbreviation BYS found
on Sasanian coins starting with Wahram IV, the inscriptional evidence pointing to a form
bgshpwhly \ bg§hpwhry as well as Coptic Basabahor'® The only argument in favor of a
MP form *Weh-Sabuhr being that this form is found in the late Pahlavi geographical work
Sahrestaniha © Eransahr where it is spelled wh§hpwhl''.

Sunderman’s proposal was accepted by E. J. Keall in the entry he wrote for the Encyclo-
pedia Iranica'. With this in mind, one may suggest a few corrections in former readings of
the name, which may be of some interest to the paleographist.

Seal 1.3 of the Bibliotheque Nationale is remarkable because it is written in “cursive”
rather than in the “inscriptional” variant of Middle Persian alphabet, the latter script being far
more widely attested in administrative glyptics. Gignoux’s reading by$’pwhr' should here
be changed to bg§$hpwhr'". Similarly, Gignoux maintained this reading for two seal impres-
sions, both belonging to the seal of an amargar and both found in the Qasr-¢ Abu Nasr col-
lection, which should also be read bgshpwhr'. '

Similarly, the 9™ line of the Eqlid inscription should not be read, as Frye (1979, p. 155)
does, byh§pwhl, but bg§hpwhl with a peculiar rendering of the sequence —gs§h-, as correctly
done by Gignoux and Gropp".

In passing it should be said that in the Dictionary of Manichaean Texts, Vol. I Texts from
the Roman Empire (Texts in Syriac, Greek, Coptic and Latin) the Coptic form

*basabahor should not be rendered Bih-Schapur, but rather something like *Bi-Sabuhr.

In Ebn al-Bakhi’s Farsnama we find a very revealing sentence:

Besavur, besapur ra cun be-tazi nevisand va asl-e an bi sapur ast va tahfif ra bi az an bi-
afgandande-and va sapur nevisand

“Besavur, Bedapur as they write in Arabic, the original form is Bi Sapur and on account
of economy they take away the Bi and write Sapur” '6

° See Schindel 2004, vol. 1, pp. 156 and 306. The traditional reading of this mint abbreviation
should probably be amended to BGS, on early forms of letters g and y on coins see Skjaerve 2003,
pp. 67-69.

10 Hom. 42, 12, cf. Sundermann 1986, p. 294.

It SE 43, Markwart 1931, p. 19.

12 Keall 1990, p. 287.

13 Gignoux 1978, p. 15. The seal is that of the amargar of Staxr, Bisabuhr and Weh-az-Amid-
Kawad. The spelling is kept also in Gyselen 1989, p. 120.

4 Two impressions belonging to the seal(s) of an amargar of Ardaxsir-xwarrah, Bisabuhr and
New-Darab, carrying nos 148 and 164 in Frye’s publication (Frye 1973), reviewed by Gignoux
respectively in Gignoux 1974, p. 176 and Gignoux 1985, p. 205. (This wrong reading is still found in
Gyselen 1989, p. 120). Notably, both Gignoux (1985, passim) and Gyselen (1989, passim) read this
toponym correctly when belonging to the offices of the Maguh, of the Driyosan jadaggow ud dadwar
and of the Sahrab!

15 Both read byshpwhl, see Gignoux 1972, p. 21; Gropp 1969, p. 240.

16 Le Strange — Nicholson 1921, p. 142.
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The correct etymology is thus Bisapur < Bisabuhr < Bay Sabuhr , the first member
deriving from OIr *Baga, consequently the toponym should be transliterated bgshpwhry \
bgshpwhly!'”.

The last bulla that we are going to present here (Fig. 12) carries an administrative impres-
sion, a small monogram and the interesting impression of a semiprivate magus seal. The ma-
gus is shown beardless, facing to right, with a distinctive headdress. What survives of the in-
scription, written in a very graceful intermediate writing that shares characteristic both with
the “monumental” script and with the “cursive” variant, reads: ...]plaw’ Y mgw Y d’ \ I’[...
(-farrox tmoy tda\raf...). A gentilitial formula often found on such seals, cf. among many oth-
ers Bibliothéque Nationale b.10.17.b bwleyn’ Y mgw Y [y]s[l]tyn’n (Gignoux 1978, p. 107).
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HAA — Hapoas! Azun u Appuku

HIIA — Hymmsmatuka LlentpansHoit A3un

OHY — OOuecTBeHHbIE HAYKH B Y30eKHCTaHe

[II1B — ITuceMenHble naMaTHUKKH BocToka

[ITuITMKHB — [TrceMeHHbIe TaMSITHUKU U IPOOJIEMbI HCTOPUH KyJIbTYphl HapooB BocToka.

I1C — TanectuHCKHI COOPHHK

CA — CoBerckast apxeosiorust

CB — Coserckoe BocTokosenenne

CHB — Crpansr u Hapozas!r Boctoka

COPSIC — Coopuauk OtaeneHusi pyccKoro si3bika u cioBecHoctd (MmrepaTopckoil) AkageMun
Hayx

TBOPAO — Tpynst Boctounoro otaenenust Poccuiickoro apxeoaornaeckoro oomecTsa

TI'D — Tpynst ['ocynapcTBeHHOTO DpMHUTaNa

TKJIA — TypkecTaHCKUI KPY>KOK JIIOOUTENEH apXeoI0ruu

TOPJI— Tpynast Otaena apeBHepycckoil mutepatypsl MHCTHTYTA pycckoit tutepatypsl AH CCCP
(ITymxunckoro [loma)

TXD — Tpyas! Xope3McKoil sxkcre unun

OB — Dmurpaguka Bocroka
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