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LAUDATIO

Владимиру Ароновичу Лившицу — 90 лет!

Данный том — сборник научных статей, которые были собраны по случаю славно-
го юбилея. Идея тома возникла спонтанно и, по меркам редакционной работы, совсем 
недавно, всего за год до юбилея. Владимир Аронович, человек огромных знаний и ще-
дрой души, всегда приковывал к себе коллег и учеников. И его публикации, и длин-
ные подробные письма, и пометы на полях и оборотах данных ему на рецензирование 
черновиков или гранок, часто превышающие написанное самим автором по объему 
и почти всегда — по значимости, и выступления на ученых заседаниях, и застольные 
речи, и рассказы, вообще, яркость личности и значимость его трудов — стали причи-
ной того, что в очень короткие сроки 64 автора прислали свои работы. Пришли статьи 
из Санкт-Петербурга и Москвы, Ташкента и Нукуса, Неаполя и Берлина, Оксфорда 
и Бордо, Нью-Йорка и Пекина, Лондона и Парижа, Иерусалима и Тегерана. Все наши 
авторы знают В.А. Лившица по публикациям, очень многие знакомы с ним и лично, 
многие бывают у него в гостях, многим он помогал советом, для многих был и остает-
ся Учителем, некоторые его так и именуют — Мо’аллэм. Есть в сборнике и его сослу-
живцы по «Золотому веку» ленинградской иранистики, и даже старшие коллеги Вла-
димира Ароновича! 

Не будем здесь останавливаться на биографии юбиляра — многое было указано 
в предыдущем, втором по счету, фестшрифте в честь В.А. Лившица1, кое-что можно 

1 Studies in Honor of Vladimir A. Livshits (BAI, 10, 1996), 1998. Вводная статья И.М. Стеб-
лин-Каменского; см. также очерк того же автора о В.А. в кн.: В.А. Лившиц. Согдийская эпигра-
фика Средней Азии и Семиречья, Санкт-Петербург, 2008. С. 5–8. Первый сборник статей в честь 
В.А. был опубликован в виде книги: Переднеазиатский сборник. IV. Древняя и средневековая 
история и филология стран Переднего и Среднего Востока, Москва, 1986. Правда, об этом из-
вестно лишь тем, кто помнит обстоятельства издания этого тома или не утратил навыков чте-
ния между строк; ср. в предисловии И.М. Дьяконова: «… образцом для такой связи между 
изучением древних и изучением средневековых языков является долголетняя научная деятель-
ность одного из наиболее выдающихся ученых не только Группы древневосточной филологии 
[ЛО ИВАН. — Ред.], но и советской восточной филологии вообще — В.А. Лившица» (с. 3); см. 
также в статье И.М. Дьяконова, открывающей этот сборник: «О гетерографии и ее месте в исто-
рии развития письма (Месопотамия и Иран)», с. 4 сл.
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узнать из опубликованных anecdota о  нем2 и из некоторых материалов настоящего 
сборника. Библиография В.А. пополняет список трудов, размещенный на сайте Инсти-
тута восточных рукописей РАН и доведенный до 2005 г.3 Из этих дополнений — 26 но-
меров за восемь лет, включая две монографии — понятно, что Владимир Аронович 
встречает свое девяностолетие полным сил и творческих идей, причем, как и прежде, 
занимается исследованием конкретного и крайне сложного материала, не воспаряя 
в эмпиреи теоретических рассуждений.

Сборник собирался в очень сжатые сроки — нашей целью было преподнести гото-
вое издание к юбилею — и для достижения этой цели издатели сочли возможным от-
казаться от единообразия в оформлении статей, отчасти — ссылочного аппарата и ре-
дактирования работ на иностранных языках. Этим же объясняется то, что сборник 
ограничен иранистической тематикой, а ведь готовность участвовать в радостном на-
учном событии высказывали и многие коллеги, работающие в смежных областях фи-
лологии и истории.

Вместе с тем мы надеемся, Владимир Аронович, что это собрание очень разных, 
но неизменно связанных с Вашими научными интересами статей, вас в чем-то заинте-
ресует, а в чем-то, возможно, и порадует. И, как написано в письме Nov. 6 (стк. 11–12) 
с горы Муг, «а известие, которое может быть для тебя радостью, это (самое) и для нас 
(радость)»4.

2 Стеблин-Каменский И.М. Анекдоты про востоковедов // Scripta Gregoriana: Сборник ста-
тей в честь семидесятилетия академика Г.М. Бонгард-Левина. М., 2003. С. 470–486, passim; его 
же. Анекдоты про востоковедов (вторая серия) // Turcica et Ottomanica: Сборник статей в честь 
70-летия М.С.Мейера. М., 2006. С. 30–48, passim.

3 http://www.orientalstudies.ru/rus/images/personalia/pdf/livshits.v.pdf.
4 rty cw tw’ ’xws’nty-’kh w’xrš β’y | rty m’xw xyδ. Последнее изд.: В.А. Лившиц. Ук. соч. С. 201–

202.
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A. Askari Chaverdi, C.G. Cereti 

Preliminary notes on two small groups 
of Sasanian bullae recently discovered in Fārs

Two small collections of Sasanian bullae, both found in situ, will be introduced in this article. The larger 
one consists of twenty seven bullae which were discovered at Tol-e Qale, in Kāzerun district, together with two 
big pieces of pottery, each carrying a substantial number of small seal impressions. A smaller number of Sasanian 
bullae, also presented here, was discovered north-east of Širāz, in Marvdašt district. 

Tol-e Qale is located 5 km east of Kāzerun city, near the village of Saifābād on the north-
ern shore of the small lake known as Daryāče-ye Parišān. G.P.S coordinates of this site are 
E 29 31 38 and N 051 42 29. The area is 487 meters above sea level. This site was inscribed 
in the list of Iranian National Heritage with no. 14726 in 16/12/1384. In passing it may be 
worthwhile to remember that Tol-e Qale is located 25 km southeast of the ancient town 
of Bīšābuhr, which in the Sasanian period was the main center of the province of Šābuhr-
xwarrah. 

Leaving aside the monumental site of Bīšābuhr1, which requires no presentation, one 
should underline that the entire Kāzerun area has seen extensive dwelling already in the Sa-
sanian and earlier periods. One of the main inhabited areas is the one around Parišān lake. 
Today, several ancient flat mounds dating to different pre-historical and historical periods 
can be observed around the lake. Similarly plenty Islamic settlements are attested and the 
distribution of modern villages is also quite intensive in this rich rural area. Needless to say, 
fertile soil and the presence of springs are the main reasons of such intensive human popula-
tion in the Kāzerun region.

Tol-e Qale itself is an archaeological site extending in a south to north direction and mea-
suring 20 by 30 meter. A stratigraphy of about 3 meters, probably dating entirely to the his-
torical period, can be observed on top of a natural rock.

In 1384 š. (2005), while furrowing the land at this site the plough hit some historical re-
mains and the people of Saifābād readily informed Iranian Cultural Heritage Handicraft and 
Tourism Organization (ICHHTO) of Fārs about the presence of a possible archaeological 

1 Essential bibliography on this site is found in Keal 1990, a new archaeological project, aimed at 
investigating the entire area and jointly directed by Bruno Genito and Mosayeb Amiri, began in autumn 
2012. 
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site. Consequently, in that same year the ICHHTO office of Fārs sent an archaeological team 
to the site. The preliminarily report, prepared by A. Rezaei and M. Paknejad included a num-
ber of photos showing bullae carrying seal impression and others portraying pottery datable 
to the Sasanian period.

More or less in that same period, A.Askari and A. Rezaei carried out a systematic survey 
in the site which sampled pottery. Another short survey carried out in the surrounding area 
has clearly shown us that many archaeological sites around Tol-e Qale belong to the Sasa-
nian and early Islamic periods (Fig.1 and Fig. 2). In 2011 the two archaeologists contacted 
C.G. Cereti to ask him to study the bullae carrying seal impressions. Unfortunately the photos 
presently available do not allow for a complete catalogue to be compiled, so that only pre-
liminary information on the collection can be given here. It is at the same time a pleasure and 
an honor for us to contribute this short paper to Prof. Vladimir Livshits’ Festschrift, hoping 
that it may catch the interest of a scholar who has himself contributed so extensively to our 
knowledge of Middle Iranian languages and epigraphy.

Twenty seven Sasanian bullae were discovered at Tol-e Qale, many of which fragmen-
tary. To these one should add two big pieces of pottery, each carrying a substantial number 
of small seal impressions. Bullae include large ones, employed for merchandise and smaller 
ones, possibly sealing documents (Fig. 3).

 
One of the large bullae apparently carries four seal impressions, the three main ones rep-

resenting a camel passing to right, a geometrical motif and a humped bull with inscription 
(Fig. 4). A humped bull, probably from the same seal, is also found on the bulla depicted on 
the top right corner in Fig. 3, and it carries a cursive inscription plhhtn' Frahixtan “to teach, 
to educate” (Fig.5).

As already said, examples of smaller bullae carrying few seal impressions are also at-
tested, on one of these a winged monogram is easily observed, and the object itself provides 
a good example of a medium size bulla (Fig. 6). Another medium size bulla carries two seal 
impressions, one of which depicts a deer crouching to right, with an inscription around the 
rim (Figs 7–8).

The other group of Sasanian bullae that we are going to present here was discovered 
north-east of Širāz, in the district of Marvdašt. Nonetheless, we have chosen to study them 
together with the collection found at Tol-e Qale since at least one of them presents an admin-
istrative sealing belonging to the Sasanian district of Bīšābuhr.

The bullae were found in Baiżā, a site located in western part of the Marvdašt plain, 
about 50 km north of Persepolis. Baiżā is an originally Arabic name meaning “white”. In 
all probability the name used to be applied to a western district of the Marvdašt plain and 
the town of Baiżā was the main inhabited center of this area. A systematic archaeological 
survey carried out by William Sumner revealed the existence of several ancient settlements 
dating from the Neo Elamite period in the area of Anšan2, and also an important town be-
longing to the early Islamic period, Baiżā3. There are more than 20 ancient sites in the area 
of Baiżā, and the sequence of settlements attests all different periods, starting from the 

2 For further bibliographic reference on Anšan, Dašt-e Baiżā and Maliyān see Hansman 1972 and 
1987. 

3 Sumner 1986.
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Fig. 3. Bullae and sherds carrying seal impressions found at Tol-e Qale

Fig.2. Tol-e Qale
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Fig. 8.– Detail of fig. 7

Fig. 6. Seal impression with a winged 
monogram

Fig. 7. Seal impression with a crouching deer 
and an inscription

Fig. 5. Seal impression depicting a humped bull and 
carrying a short inscription.

Fig. 4. Large Bulla carrying four 
impressions
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Prehistoric, to go on to the Elamite, Achaemenid, Arsacid, Sasanian, Early and Middle Is-
lamic Periods (Fig. 9)4. 

The archaeological map drawn by William Sumner shows a very intensive distribution 
of sites in the Baiżā district, which appears to have been even more densely inhabited than 
the central part of the Marvdašt plain. Here again, possible reasons for this settlement pat-
tern are fertile soil and the presence of springs which made this area more appealing when 
compared with other parts this region. In his important article on “Elamites, Achaemenian 
and Anshan”, Hansman reports that Muqadasī (432, l.1) wrote that the older Persian name 
of Baiżā was Nesā5 and later D. Huff identified Baiżā with the toponym Nesā or Nesāyak 
attested in Ṭabari, which was the original domain of the important Bāzrangi family, the lo-
cal dynasty of Estaḫr in Fārs in the early 3th century A.D6. I. Gershevitch has convincingly 
argued that the place name Baiżā has replaced an earlier Nesā, possibly meaning “bright”, 
which he convincingly compared with Parthian nysʾg “bright, shining”, further pointing 
out the existence of a MP equivalent, nsʾyk, used to render Av. asaiia- , corresponding to 
Tabari’s Nesāyak7.

The bullae that we are going to briefly discuss now are presently kept in the Library and 
National Documentation Center in Shiraz and we need here to thank Mr. Ahmadifar who 
gave us plenty information about the exact provenance of these objects. 

At least three bullae were found in Baiżā. The first one carries two main seal impres-
sions, one of which belonging to an as yet unattested Maguh seat (Fig. 10–11). The second 
one carries at least three impressions, the two main ones being those of an administrative 
seal and of a magus seal (Fig. 12), a widely attested combination. A third bulla is portrayed 
in fig. 13.

The impression presented in fig. 10 belongs to the seal of a previously unattested Maguh 
office. As usual with these type of seals it is written in a variant of the so-called “monumen-
tal” style. The central inscription, distributed on four lines reads:

1. ʾpʾt
2. šhpw
3. hly
4. mgwh 
while on the rim we find the designation of the province in which Ābādšābuhr lies: 

Bīšābuhr (bgšhpwhly).
On known administrative glyptic Bīšābuhr is attested through the seals of the šahrab, 

of a driyošān ǰādaggōw ud dādwar and two seats of the maguh: one at Syāg and the other at 
Sartag, though the latter reading is still uncertain. Most importantly it is attested also on seals 
belonging to the office of the āmārgar, where it is found in two different combinations, one 
joining Ardaxšīr-xwarrah, Bīšābuhr and Nēw-Darāb, the other Staxr, Bīšābuhr and Weh-az-
Amid-Kawād8. The previously unattested maguh seat of Ābādšābuhr provides the name of an 
hitherto unknown township.

4 Bosworth 1990. 
5 Hansman 1972, p. 120.
6 Huff 1991, pp. 46–50.
7 Gershevitch 1972, p. 125.
8 See Gyselen 1989, p. 45.



188 A .  A s k a r i  C h a v e rd i ,  C . G .  C e re t i 

Fig. 9. Detail of the area of Baiżā, courtesy of Sumner 1986

Fig. 10–11. Administrative Bulla from Baiżā carrying the toponym Bišābuhr

Fig. 12. Detail of the impression 
of a Magus seal on a bulla from 

Baiżā

Fig. 13. Detail of a third bulla from Baiżā
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Before going on to discuss the last seal impression, I believe it worthwhile to spend 
a few words on the place name Bīšāpur. It was already Werner Sundermann in 1986 to 
underline that given MP spellings and Coptic evidence, NP Bišāpur cannot derive from a 
MP Weh-šābuhr. On the contrary, the New Persian form implies a Middle Persian toponym 
Bayšābuhr. Among the main evidence to be mentioned are the mint abbreviation BYŠ found 
on Sasanian coins starting with Wahram IV9, the inscriptional evidence pointing to a form 
bgšḥpwhly \ bgšḥpwhry as well as Coptic Bašābahōr10 The only argument in favor of a 
MP form *Weh-Šābuhr being that this form is found in the late Pahlavi geographical work 
Šahrestanīhā ī Ērānšahr where it is spelled whšhpwhl11.

 Sunderman’s proposal was accepted by E. J. Keall in the entry he wrote for the Encyclo-
pedia Iranica12. With this in mind, one may suggest a few corrections in former readings of 
the name, which may be of some interest to the paleographist.

Seal 1.3 of the Bibliothèque Nationale is remarkable because it is written in “cursive” 
rather than in the “inscriptional” variant of Middle Persian alphabet, the latter script being far 
more widely attested in administrative glyptics. Gignoux’s reading byšʾpwhr' should here 
be changed to bgšhpwhr'13. Similarly, Gignoux maintained this reading for two seal impres-
sions, both belonging to the seal of an āmārgar and both found in the Qasr-e Abu Nasr col-
lection, which should also be read bgšhpwhr'. 14 

Similarly, the 9th line of the Eqlīd inscription should not be read, as Frye (1979, p. 155) 
does, byḥšpwhl, but bgšḥpwhl with a peculiar rendering of the sequence –gšḥ-, as correctly 
done by Gignoux and Gropp15.

In passing it should be said that in the Dictionary of Manichaean Texts, Vol. I Texts from 
the Roman Empire (Texts in Syriac, Greek, Coptic and Latin) the Coptic form 

*bašabahōr should not be rendered Bih-Schapur, but rather something like *Bī-Šābuhr.
In Ebn al-Bakhi’s Fārsnāma we find a very revealing sentence:
Bešāvur, bešāpur rā čun be-tāzi nevisand va asl-e ān bi šāpur ast va taḫfif rā bi az ān bi-

afgandande-and va šāpur nevisand
“Bešāvur, Bešāpur as they write in Arabic, the original form is Bi Šāpur and on account 

of economy they take away the Bi and write Šāpur” 16

9 See Schindel 2004, vol. 1, pp. 156 and 306. The traditional reading of this mint abbreviation 
should probably be amended to BGŠ, on early forms of letters g and y on coins see Skjærvø 2003, 
pp. 67–69. 

10 Hom. 42, 12, cf. Sundermann 1986, p. 294.
11 ŠĒ 43, Markwart 1931, p. 19.
12 Keall 1990, p. 287.
13 Gignoux 1978, p. 15. The seal is that of the āmārgar of Staxr, Bīšābuhr and Weh-az-Amid-

Kawād. The spelling is kept also in Gyselen 1989, p. 120.
14 Two impressions belonging to the seal(s) of an āmārgar of Ardaxšīr-xwarrah, Bīšābuhr and 

Nēw-Dārāb, carrying nos 148 and 164 in Frye’s publication (Frye 1973), reviewed by Gignoux 
respectively in Gignoux 1974, p. 176 and Gignoux 1985, p. 205. (This wrong reading is still found in 
Gyselen 1989, p. 120). Notably, both Gignoux (1985, passim) and Gyselen (1989, passim) read this 
toponym correctly when belonging to the offices of the Maguh, of the Driyōšān ǰādaggōw ud dādwar 
and of the Šahrab!

15 Both read byšḥpwḥl, see Gignoux 1972, p. 21; Gropp 1969, p. 240.
16 Le Strange — Nicholson 1921, p. 142.
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The correct etymology is thus Bišāpur < Bīšābuhr < Bay Šābuhr , the first member 
deriving from OIr *Baga, consequently the toponym should be transliterated bgšḥpwḥry \ 
bgšḥpwhly17.

The last bulla that we are going to present here (Fig. 12) carries an administrative impres-
sion, a small monogram and the interesting impression of a semiprivate magus seal. The ma-
gus is shown beardless, facing to right, with a distinctive headdress. What survives of the in-
scription, written in a very graceful intermediate writing that shares characteristic both with 
the “monumental” script and with the “cursive” variant, reads: …]plhw’ Y mgw Y dʾ \ lʾ[… 
(-farrox ī moγ ī dā\rā[…). A gentilitial formula often found on such seals, cf. among many oth-
ers Bibliothèque Nationale b.10.17.b bwlcyn’ Y mgw Y [y]s[l]tynʾn (Gignoux 1978, p. 107).
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