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Wri tten sources concerning Fars between the fall

of the Achaemeuids and the rise of the SassaniansonmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
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as tributaries of the Ravand, the major river in the

plain, which, ultimately turns into the deep and

formidable Mansuri pass to the south. The geolog-

icedage' of the Islamabad survey area can be traced

to the middle and late Tertiary period, but the allu-

vial deposited in the valley and plain floor is mostly

of Quaternary period, especially the Holocene. In

higher altitudes and margins of the plains there are

traces ofutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAit fault.ing system usually in the same align-

uicnt of the p;eneral tectonic system of the Zagros.

Water supplies of the Islamabad Plain come from

bot.h subterraucau and surface sources. Annual pre-

«ipit.atiou, in form of rain and snow, is between 300-

400 nun, ]wginning around mid-autumn and lasting

until mid-spring. The abundance of limestone layers

in the area provides an easy percolation system and

creates su bstant.ial underground water tables. These

tables surface intermittently t.hroughout the plain

as large springs, locally known assarab, includ-

iug major ones such as Sarab-e Arkavazi, Sarab-e

Harasam, and Sarab-c Shiyan. Most. canals from

these springs pour into the Ravand River, which

reaches its high ill mid-spring and its low in early

autumn.

Geological structure of the Islamabad Plain, as

well as alluvial deposits left by the Ravand River

and erosion of foothills, has created a divers land-

foriu. III general, four major parts can be identified:

(1) dispersed and eroded outcrops in higher alti-

tudes: (2) foot.lulls with steep slopes; (3) alluvial

plains left by ancient and modem drainage systems;

(4) low hill country in a north-northeast to east

aligumeut with little or no vegetation.

As one might expect, the majority of sedentary

archaeological sites of the Holocene are scattered in

the alluvial plain, while pastoral nomadic sites are

t.o be found in the foothills.

Fars after DariusIII: New Evidences from

Lamerd District

A. Askari Chaverdi

are scanty and unreliable. Moreover, nor the numis-

matic studies, neither a few scattered architectural

remains of the period, can fill this information

gap. Surveys undertaken by the Institute of Ar-

chaeology, Tehran Univeristy, have revealed sites

some of which may provide additional and accu-

rate information about this almost unknown period

in Fars. Tornb-e Bot, where numerous architec-

tonic elements comparable - although technically

inferior - to those of Persepolis are discovered, is

one such site.

A Bronze Vase from theVanayf Collection

Zohreh Rouhfar

In 1982, in a small area of 1 x 1m at a depth of

40 em in the village ofVanayi in the Boroujerd

district of the Khor asan province in northeastern

Iran a collection of metal artifacts and three celadon

vessels was accidentally discovered. This collection

was surrendered to the Iran National Museum in

1993 by the Office of Historical Remains. Studies of

the collection began shortly afterwards.

Studies of the repertoire of designs, as well

as decorating techniques and inscriptions on metal

vessels from the collection suggest a 7th-8th century

A.H. date. The present paper offers the results of

studies on a bronze vase from the collection. This

vase is engraved and decorated with silver inlays.

What makes this vase distinctive is that the name of

the maker, the patron, and the date of manufacture

is engraved isnide the rim innaskh without inlay.

The inscription reads as following:

v.,} ....~ v.~ ~ .:.,lL.L.. ~ v.)..,.....,.......sJL..) ~L.o

) L L .:.,L,...J ~WI,JJ~ J~IkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA(:u~ <f:'.J;-,1 .:.,~
;;.;L...::....,)~

This puts the exact date of manufacture at 666 A.H.

The suffix at the end of the maker's name indicat.e

that he was from Esfarayen in Khorasan. The vase

demonstrates the metallurgical techniques of the

Khorasan (eastern) style. This style developed in

Khorasan and Transoxiana in the Saljuq period

(5th-6th centuries A.H.), and spread to the west all

the way to Mesopotamia with the Mongol invasion.
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