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Il 2. Fire-altar foot No. 1, from the site of Imamzideh Hisel
Zalemi
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Fig. 3. The decoration on the foot of the fire-altar with palm
stem design. From the site of Imamzadeh Hasel Zalemi

(rendering by Stefano Tillia and Angela Bizaro)
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Fig 1. The foot of fire-altar No. 1, from the site of Imimzideh
Hasel Zalemi (rendering by Stefano Tillia and Angela
Bizaro)
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Fig. 2. The stone frame around the foot of the fire-altar No. 1;
from the site of Imamzideh Hasel Zalemi (rendering by
Stefano Tillia and Angela Bizaro)
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Il 10. Fragment of a fire-altar foot frame, Khafruye

Va
P
=0 ) \
; | S N\
et L S SN
o 0 —
Y : NasiA |
- \‘\;--'—L—Sw
{
h. =
e T
~
\\
h. ™ b

B Jolmslpalal (D)0IasT I3 Sl S £ K2
(ol Yol 5 L glical 31 o3 5 (1)
Fig. 4. Step-form lid for a fire-altar (?), from the site of
Imamzadeh Hisel Zalemi (rendering by Stefano Tillia and
Angela Bizaro)
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11l 8. Remains of the Khafruye chahar-taq, Ali-Marvdasht
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1. 12. Stone fire-altar foot, Shabestin-e Maz
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Il 11, Fragment of a fire-altar foot frame, Chih-e Koor
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11l 15. Fire cauldron, Bahrestin
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Fig. 5. Fire-cauldron, from the site of Bahrestan (rendering by
Stefano Tillia and Angela Bizaro)
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IIL. 13. Stone fire-altar, Bahrestin
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T 14. Parts of a fire-altar foot, Bahrestan
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Ill. 18. The lower part of the frame around a fire-altar foot,
Tomb-e Bot
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I1L. 19. Fragments of a fire-altar foot, Sargah

Sl 8535 oy Jodes &S as a0 UL 5K (glae,es
s BT 5 S Ges 2D ook 035 ddu 53 O
(Y08 AYAL (o3 5l (6 Se) il 03 (Ll
3l ) Slas pazea o@_f’wﬂpw g algj.a ib goea .V
et it g, S Pon . Sy by il oanrgins
ol b gon g G AS Y 55 g 3 Y ot A
23 Bl Sl 5 GBS dlad (g meldS 10 5 5 o
Sl (§5e) Sl c’sl_, Jlsdf sl LSLQGDL.IT 83 3 homes
Sudlew (Sils iz 55 (V8 B Ve YAY 3450
bye gy i kS glajla b Siadabsd b
b S g g 3 e O ) Ml s w
G i S bl Oles 3l A S ab jasia
OMST LU a8 M g el Jeuala glajls
Sl skile sl 4 2e gzl YoxV e sl 4 OF 31 s Lads
Ol law sladliv (5 KAl 5 bia S (1, pa)

S e A g DIASST Ko DB S sl 1 e NNy e
Ill. 16. The outer surface of the frame of a fire-altar, Tomb-e
Bot

IlL. 17. The inner surface of the frame of a fire-altar, Tomb-e
Bot
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Ill. 21 Fire-altar foot, Borfzjin
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11l. 20. Fire-altar foot, Behdeh
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Ill. 25-26. Stone base, Firuzdbad (Shahr-e Gur)
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1L 27. Stone vessel, Firuzabad (Shahr-e Gur)
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Il 22-23. Stone base, Sar Gar-e Firuzabad
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IlL 24. Stone base, Sar Gar-e Firuzabad
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Preliminary Report on Archaeobotanical
Studies at Tepe Damghani, Sabzevar,
Spring 2008

Margareta Tengberg, Ali A. Vahdati, Henri-Paul
Francfort, and Zohre Shirazi

A season of archaeological sounding at Tepe
Damghani and survey of the surrounding area was
undertaken by a joint Irano-French expedition in
spring of 2008. A multidisciplinary approach was
adopted consisting of archaeological, geomorphologi-
cal, archaebotanical, archaeozoological, and anthropo-
logical studies for a better understanding of different
aspects of Bronze and Iron Age cultures at the site.
Archaeobotanical studies on plant remains, includ-
ing charred seeds and woods, cereals, and pulses,
retrieved from Trench 1 produced invaluable
information on subsistence pattern of the ancient
inhabitants and floral coverage of Tepe Damghani and
allowed us to answer various questions regarding the

ancient water management and the exploitation and use
of local faunal and floral resources.

The analysis of almost 2600 seed and fruit remains
has allowed the identification of 23 different taxa,
both from cultivated and wild plants species.
Accordingly, three categories of cultivated plants
were recognized, including cereals, pulses and fruits —
even though the majority of the identified taxa belong
to wild plants community.

The first results of the archaeobotanical study at
Tepe Damghani show that during the Bronze Age the
subsistence economy of the site was, at least in part,
based on agricultural practices producing cereals,
pulses and fruits. However, taking in to account the
material and data in hand, it is difficult to discern any
pattern of change in plant production and use through
time even though grape seeds seem to be more
common in the later levels.

The environment around the site was richer and
more varied than today, including both riparian,
steppe and steppe- forest formations. Both wood and
fruits/seeds were exploited from these plant
communities, probably growing in the immediate
surroundings of Tepe Damghani.

Samples retrieved during the 2008 excavation
season were rich in well-preserved plant remains. The
first results of their study, although preliminary, show
the potential for further archaeobotanical studies at
Tepe Damghani as well as at other archaeological
sites in the Khorasan province.

Evidence from Fars for Fire Ritual in
Ancient Iran

Ali-Reza Askari Chaverdi

This is a descriptive report on a large number of fire-
altars and fire-altar stools discovered by the author
or other researchers in sites scattered around
southern Fars. The stools have been carved in
different sizes and styles, presumably based on the
significance and the size of where they had originally
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been placed. Yet, what is quiet interesting is the fact
that they are all decorated with palm leaf motifs,
considering that palm is a common tree in the region.
What the author describes as the ‘cauldron’ or where
the fire was lit, also comes in various circular or
angular forms.

After describing each and every find and comparing
them with similar specimens from elsewhere, the
author turns to the question of chronology and argues
that this style of fire-altars first originated in Fars in
Post-Achaemenid times in conjunction with various
events or ceremonies associated with veneration of fire.
They then spread from Fars to the rest of Iran during
Sasanian and perhaps Early Islamic period.

The Method of Decoration and Writing on
mihrab Tiles

Abdollah Qouchani

The city of Kashan is renowned for its tilework from
the 6 to the 8" century AH. Many prominent works
of this period, are preserved, as single pieces or set of
pieces, in their original location or museum around
the world, including the mihrab of the Meydan
Mosque, now in Islamische Kunst Museum in Berlin

or the mihrab of the Imam Reza shrine, now in Astan-
e Qods-e Razavai Musum in Mashhad.

The common wisdom on these tiles was they were
produced using a mould made specifically for this
purpose. But the author argues that the craftsmen of
this period had developed a distinct technique for
producing this type of tilework: They made the tiles
with two layers of clay. They initially produced a flat
piece that they then would let sit for a while to dry.
Subsequently they would apply another layer of clay
with appropriate thickness to the initial piece. As soon
as the second layer was dry enough to be carved, the
calligrapher and artist would get to work and cut out
the extra pieces till the underlying dry surface was
exposed. Both pieces were then covered in glaze and
baked in a kiln. These pieces could then be assembled
together and affixed vertically to the wall of mosque
facing Mecca to form a mihrab or laid down
horizontally as the lid to a sarcophagus in a holly
shrine. Producing an inscription of these tiles was
particularly difficult, for calligraphy in tholth or naskh
scripts is elaborate and defies the allocated space,
therefore part of an inscription may rest on one piece
and other part on another piece. Piecing together the
two may prove difficult after the process of glazing
and baking. We therefore see a number of tiles where
the upper, inscribed part has fallen off, revealing the
blank surface underneath.
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